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ESA Consultants Inc. I

2637 Midpoint Drive, Suite F, Fort Collins, Colorado 80525 il ',-"' '

Telephone: (970) 484-3611  FAX: (970) 4844118 el T
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June 3, 1996 Q‘ mr—
101.9601.043 : ' e ——
Frank Kugel

Office of the State Engineer

Division of Water Resources
" P.O. Box 1880 .

Durango, CO 81302

RE: Notice of Intent to Construct a Non-JuriSdictional Water Impoundment Structure
Argentine Tailings Site, Rico, Colorado o

Dear Mr. Kugel:

Enclosed: is a Notice of Intent to Construct a Non-jurisdictional Water Impoundment Structure for
Argentine Tailings Pond 4 Dam, Also enclosed are location maps (Figures 1-1 and 1-2) for the
Argenline ta‘ilings site (Sheet AT-1) and the grading plan for Pond 4 (Shcct AT-3).

Rico Properties L.L.C. and other pnvate property owners in conjunction with the Atlantic
Richfield Company (prior property owner), submitted a voluntary cleanup plan for the Argentine
tailings site to the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (the “Dcpartment”) in
February 1996. The Department approved the plan in accordance with the Voluntary Cleanup and
Redevelopment Act (25-16-301 to 311, C.R.S.) on March 20, 1996. A copy of the Department’s
“approval lctter is enclosed for your mformatmn Site remcdiation activities will be implemented

. by ARCO this summer. ESA Consultants preparcd the site rernedxatmn de51gn for ARCO.

As shown on Sheet AT-1, Pond 4 is part of the historic (inactive) Rico-Argentine: mill tailings
impoundment facility. No stream channels flow through the f: acility. Perennial Silver Creek is
located along the south side of the facility, Currently, preeipitation and runoff from the hillside
to the north of the facility are detained in the existing impoundments until the water either.
infiltrates or evaporates. In the case of Pond 4, the bottom is unlined and the substrate consists
of well-drained coarse talus or colluvium (i.e., sand, gravel and cobbles), and the depth to water
is greater than 30 feet, the maximum depth of exploration. Under the voluntary cleanup plan, the
tailings in Pond 4 will be removed and consolidated with the other piles. The reclamation plan
for these pilcs includes a vegetative cover, and they will be graded to drain to Silver Creek and
thereby prevent impoundment (and infiltration) of stormwater.

The long term stabilization plan for the site includes the diversion of runoff from the hillsides on
the north side around the tailings piles and into Pond 4, and construction of @ Pond 4 dam splllway
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structure. The vertical height of the spillway crest will be 10 feet or less from the lowest point
of the ground surface aftcr tailings are removed. Pond 4 ‘will have a surface area 0.75 acre and
a capacity of 3.5 acre-feet.. Under normal conditions, the leaky bottom of Pond 4 is not expected
to promote devclopment of a persistent stormwater ‘pool, which is the case under current
conditions. The runoff impounded by Pond 4 upon completion of the site remediation plan
should remain the same as that detaincd by the four ponds-in the current configuration.

Please do not hesitate to contact me of Gary Windolph, P.E. if you have any questions or necd
additional information regarding this Notice. ' : :

Sincercly,
“ESA Consultants Inc.

Edmund J. Schneider |
Project Manager

Enclosurcs .
cc:  Rico Properties, L.L.C. _
~ Richard A. Elliott, ARCO Los Angeles
Cynthia D. Kezos, ARCO Los Angeles
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~ OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINE}
' DIVISION OF WATER RESOURC.
1313 Sherman Street, Room 818
Denver, Colorado 80203

++ " 'Do/NOT.WRITE N THIS BOX

| paMNAME: SRR - WATER DIV.: _.__-_, DIST:
NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONSTRUCT A NON-JURISDICTIONAL
'WATER IMPOUNDMENT STRUCTURE!
This uotice is required by law pursuant o Section 37-87-125, C.R.S. (1984).

This notice must be submitted to the Division Engineer 10 days prior to construction.
(PLEASE FRINT OR TYPE APPLICATION)

OWNER INFORMATION

Name: Rico Properties; L.L.C.

Address: P-0. Box 220, 17 Glasgow Averue Rico, Colorado 81332 i - _
' Strect / P.O, Box / Rural Route - City/Town E State” . Zip Code.

Telephone: ( 970y 967-5440

Responsible person: __Stan Foster, Manager

Address: P-0- Box 220, 17 Glasgow Avenue Rico, Colorado 81332

-Street / P.O. Box / Rural Route City/Town State Zip Code
STRUCTURE INFORMATION '
Name of Dam: Argentine Tailings Pond 4 Dam  water Division: 7 Former Water Dist: 71
Location: Qtr. Sect.! SE ., Sect. 25 , Twnship.. 40N , Range __ 11W , PM. _NM
* Dimensions: Vertical Height: _ 10 fi., Length:_470 ., Slopes, Uss: _2:1 ,D/s:__3:1
Capécity: 3.5 acre feet, Surface Area: 0.75 acres, Drainage Area: 164 acres
Construction details: Spillway width: __ 12 ft., Spiﬂway freeboard: 6 ft. (Vertical distance from bottom
L . v . : of spillway to crest of dam)
Outlet Type: NOt APP1 leable | Size: _Not Applicablfches, Water Court Case No. NOt Applicable

. Stream Name:

Local Runoff Ditch

DIVISION ENGINEER'S REMARKS

Sigpature of Division Engineer . Date |

Y Ventical height is 10 feet or lcss at Jongitudinal ccnterline of dam from Towest point of ground surface to flowlinc
erest of spillway, and 20 surface acres or less.at high water line, and impounds 100 acre-feet or less of waler.
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Rey Romey, Covernor

SIATE OF COLORADO

Drdicated w protecting and improving U bealth and environment of the: pmplc ol chr:du
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND WASTE MANAGEMENT DIVISION.
4300 Cheay Creek De. S. 222°5. 6¢h Sarext, Room 232

Denver, Colarada 80222-1530  Crand Junction, Colorado 81501-27568. Col -
Phone (303) 692-3300 Phone (3QD) 248-7164 ‘mdﬂ ent
Fax (303) 7595355 Fax 003) 2487198 EEERIWE of Public Health
, March 20, 1996 ‘ o _ [ and Environmene
MrRxchardKChapman ‘ P ¢ MAR26!% )
" ARCO TR |
444 S Flower Street ' -
Los Angelecs, Califoraia 90071 1 ENVIRCHMENTA REMEOLTION

—-

Re: Volunla.ry Clemxup and Rcdcvclopmcnt Act Appbcatmn for Argeotine Taxlmg,x, Rxco, Calarado..

Dear Mr. Chapman.

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (thc "Department”) has reviewed the voluntary
clcanup plan submitted by Atlantic Richficld Company, Rico Propcmcs LLC, Rico Dcvc!opmcnt Corporation,
Val Truelson and Deanna E. Truclson (ARCO and Applicants) conccmmg property designated as the Argentine
Tailings, lacated Northeast of the Town of Rico, Colorade. This review was limitcd to the matedals submitted
by ARCO and Applicants ou November 13, 1995, and Fcbruary 22, 1996, multiple addendums to the original
application, a sitc visit on November 27, 1995, as well as those items required by §25-16-304(2).

Based on this review the Department has concluded that, if fully and properly implemented, the plan will attain
a degree of cleanup and coutrol of bazardous substances and pctrolcum products, such that the property docs -
wot preseat an usacceptable risk to human health or the enviroament based on the propcrty's proposcd use
(historic inactive mill tailiogs site with open space and light industrial componcants).

In accordance with the Volu.utary Clcanup and Redevelopment Act 5§ 26-16-301 ta 311, CR.S,, the Pepartmeat
hercby approves the voluntary cleanup plan submitted by ARCO and Applicants concerming property known as_
the Argeating Tailings, located Northeast of the Town of Rico, Colorado. It is the opinion of the Department
that upon completion of the voluntary cleanup plan no further action is required to assurc that this property,
when used for the purposes ideatificd in the cleanup plan (historic inactive mill tailings sitc with open space and
light industrial components) is protective of existing and proposed uses and does not pose an unacceptable risk
to buman health. or the cavironment at the sitc.

Tbc approval of the volustary cleanup plan by the Dcpa.rtment, and the Departmcnt’s mudtmons and opioions

relating thereto, apply only to conditions on the property and statc standards that exie: at the time of submission

of, and which weee addressed in the voluntary dcanuP plan application. The submission of any materially -
misleading information by ARCO and Applicants in the context of a voluntary cleanup plan shall reader the

Department’s approval of the plan void. Also, fajlure of ARCO and Applicasts to materially comply with the

voluntary clcanup plan shall render the Department’s approval of the plan void.

Further, if the voluatary cleasup plan is not initiated within twelve months after approval by the Departmeat,
oc completed within twenty-four months after approval or withia a Department appraved cxteasion for
completion of the voluntary cleanup plas, the approval shall fapse, and reapplicatioa and Department approval
pursuant to § 25-16-306(4), C.RS. is rcqum:d prior to implcmentation of the lapsed volustary cleanup plan.
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Mr. Richard K. Chapman
‘March 20, 1996
Page 2

: : ,
Within forty-five days after completion of the voluntary cleanup described ia the plas approved by the
Decpartment, ARCO and Applicants shall provide to thc Department 2 certification from a qualified
cavironmeantal professional that the voluntary cleanup plan has been fully implemented. Aay person who fails
aftcr initiation of an approved voluntary cleanup plan, to fully and properly implcment the plan, may be required:
by the Department to take further action, provided such action is authorized or required uader applicable state
laws and regulations. o :

ARQO and Applicants shall comply with all applicable federal, statc, and Jocal laws or rcgulations and shall
obtain all necessary approvals or permiits ta conduct the activities required by the voluntary clcanup plan. The
Department makes no represeatation with respedt to ‘approvals or permits required by federal or local laws or
rcgulations or state laws or regulations other ‘than the Voluntary Cleanup and Redevelopment Act.

Further, the Department shall not be Liabie for any injurics o damages to' persocs or property resulting from
acts or omissions of ARCO and Applicants or those acting for or oa behalf of ARCO and Applicants, includiag
its oficers, employees, agents, successors, representatives, contractocs, or consultants in carrying out the activitics
required by the voluntary cleanup plan. Nothing in the Department’s approval of the volustary cleanup plan,
or the Department's conclusions or opinions relating therclo, shall constitute aa express or implied waiver of
sovereign immunity otherwise applicable to the Departmeat, its employees, ageats, or representatives,

Nothing in this Ictter shall be construed to limit the Department’s autbority, and the Department rescrves all
rights and authorities to bring any action pursuant to apglicable statc laws or regulatiouns. Further, the approval
of this voluntary cleanup plan by:thc Department docs not in any way absolve the owner of the property of its
obligations to comply-with any other law or rcgulation. If you bave any questioans, pleasc call me at:(303) 692-

3449,

Sincerely, - - p .
S S Sl
z//d'u/ (( e lce

Mark E, Walker

Volustary Cleanup Program

e Stan Foster; Rico Properties, LL.C.
. Wayne Webster; Rico Development
Val & Deanna Truelson
“Tim Buxton: US Forest Service
Eric J, Hcil; Town of Rico
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Scetion hines added. - )
| Base Mep: USGS Rico Quadmngle, Colorde, 7.5 Minute Scries..






